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Cruise to Smith’s

Ford Motor Company Trivia

Food, cars, toys and bears
It’s time to get revved up for our first event of the
year. We’ll be meeting for lunch at Smith’s
Restaurant, just south of Bolivar, MO, on Saturday,
May 19th. The Smith family has been in the
restaurant business in this part of Missouri for
decades, and they serve up a good meal. They now
have 3 locations in the area. In addition, C.A. Smith
and his wife Peggy have a toy museum in nearby
Collins. The museum features toys, vintage cars, Steiff
bears, dolls and much more. We will be visiting the
museum after lunch.
When: Saturday, May 19th
Where: Smith’s Restaurant, just south of Bolivar, MO
at the intersection of Hwy 13 and Hwy U
Time: 11:30 AM
After lunch we will be traveling north on 13 to Collins.
The address of the museum is 7375 SE Hwy 54, which
is 1 3/4 miles west of Collins on Hwy 54.
A registration form for this event is enclosed. There is
no charge for registration, but we do need a head
count, so please return the form before May 10th.

· Ford bought the bankrupt Lincoln Motor Company
in 1922 for $8 million. That equals over $118 million
in 2018 dollars.
· Ford is the second largest family owned company in
the world.
· Ford was launched in a converted factory in 1903
with $28,000 in cash from 12 investors, including
John and Horace Dodge, John Chrysler and William
Olds.
· Ford launched the Mustang in April of 1964, and for
the following Christmas season, 94,000 Mustang
pedal cars were sold.
· A 1964 base Mustang weighed 2445 pounds. A 2018
model weighs over 3500 pounds. A 1961 Continental
sedan weighed 4927 pounds. The svelte 2018 version
starts at 4224 pounds.
Don’t forget to mark your calendars
for the Route 66 Festival in Springfield,
IL, on September 21-23. More info on
Jerry Seibert’s pre-festival party will
be announced later.
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Part of the Smith collection
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Best known as “The Godfather of
the GTO”, Jim Wangers was a
member of the advertising agency
which held the Pontiac account in
the 1960s. Wangers was never an employee of GM,
but worked tirelessly to promote the GTO. His
passion for the car is legendary. From exhibition drag
cars to product tie-ins to a 45-rpm record to the
Monkeemobile, Wangers mined every opportunity to
put the GTO in front of the public. Although Wangers
left the ad agency in 1972, he carried enough clout
with Pontiac to remain a top-level consultant for the
next 40 years. He was also an accomplished drag
racer, author, and businessman. He was a regular on
the Pontiac car show circuit, but at age 91, has finally
retired from the public eye.

More Info on June 16th Weekend
Dick Koop and Steve Amant are working hard to put
together a great weekend event for us on June 16th.
Tentative plans are for a visit on Saturday morning to
the St. Louis Car Museum, which has a great
inventory of classics, antiques, European sports cars,
muscle cars, vintage motorcycles, airplanes and
memorabilia. We will break for lunch and then travel
to Moscow Mills, MO, where Dick Koop will show off
his eclectic collection of vehicles. Dick’s initial idea
was to acquire a collection of 13 cars, the theme of

which was marketing failures. As any car person
knows, once the ball gets rolling, it’s hard to stop,
and Dick is no different. His collection has grown far
beyond 13 cars and is a fascinating peek into a varied
world of cars that never made it very far on the sales
charts. We will gather for food and drink at dinner.
The details of that are still being worked out, as well
as a host hotel, and more information will be
available next month, but mark your calendars now
for what promises to be a fun weekend.

Our annual business meeting
and holiday party is scheduled
for November 11th in the
Kansas City area. We’re
looking for someone who lives
in the area to help plan this
event. We’re looking for a
host hotel, a place to eat, and entertainment. Also,
we would like to have someone to act as registrar for
the event to handle registrations. If you would like to
help in either capacity, please contact Jon Wessel or
Dick Koop.

Automobile Icons

The Return of Suicide Doors?
The Lincoln Motor Car Company preferred to call
them Continental doors, but to the rest of the world
they’re known as “suicide doors”. They are, of course,
the iconic rear-hinged rear doors that became the
hallmark of 1960s Continentals. The unique doors are
so aligned with the Continental that your author can
tell someone he has a 1962 Continental and get a
puzzled look in return, but when “suicide door car” is
mentioned, the puzzled look instantly turns to a smile
as recognition of the storied Continental kicks in.
According to trade journal Automotive News, Lincoln
dealers were informed at the 2018 NADA show
dealer meeting that Lincoln would indeed be bringing
suicide doors back to the Continental. According to
several dealers in attendance, Lincoln showed dealers
a photo of the Continental with rear-hinged doors
and discussed plans to build that model. No
information was provided about the timing or details
of the rear-hinged doors, and a Ford spokeswoman
declined to comment on future products.

Elwood Engel
1917 - 1986
Elwood Engel began his automotive
styling career under the tutelage of
legendary GM design chief Harley
Earl. He was a mapmaker during
WWII and after the war became employed by Ford
Motor Company. He lost a design competition in
1958 for the 1961 Thunderbird, but his design was
later resurrected for the iconic 1961 Continental.
Lincoln posted a $60 million dollar loss with the 1958
- 1960 cars, and Ford President Robert McNamara
was considering terminating the division. Engel had
revised his failed Thunderbird roadster rendering
with the addition of two more doors and two more
seats. After seeing that rendering, McNamara was so
impressed that he decided to soldier on with Lincoln
with only one model for 1961, Engel’s Continental.
The car was a sales success and was credited with
saving Lincoln.
After being passed over as Ford’s next VP of Design,
Engel moved to Chrysler in November of 1961. His
slab-sided designs were the antithesis of predecessor
Virgil Exner’s tail fins, and the 1964 Imperial bore a
striking resemblance to the 1961 Continental.

Midwest Region
Event Registration
Cruise to Smith’s Restaurant and car collection
May 19th, 2018

Name ____________________________________________
E-mail ____________________________________________
Cell phone (____) ____--_______
LCOC # _______________
Number of attendees ___
Year and model of Lincoln __________________________ Color ___________

There is no registration fee for this event, but we do need a registration form
from each member attending for insurance purposes and to give the restaurant a
head count.
You must be a current member of both the LCOC and the Midwest Region to
attend this event.
Please return this form by May 10th.
Email: jon442@aol.com
USPS: Jon Wessel
955 S. Mumford Dr.
Springfield, MO 65809

